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Comments: Fire Fighter certification requirements vary by state and other individual factors; credentials,
training, job experience, criminal history or military service.

Student applications are reviewed on a case-by-case basis. There are no standardized requirements
across all 50 states for the Fire Fighter certification.

Most fire departments require applicants to be a minimum of 18 years old, have a current driver's
license and a high school diploma or equivalent. Potential Fire Fighters must pass drug tests and a
physical examination.

Many Fire Fighters must have emergency medical technician, or EMT, certification, in addition to a
firefighter course. Sometimes certification is required for hiring, while other departments include it in
training for new hires. Yet others expect firefighters to acquire certification on their own during the first
year.

Many people think of taking Fire Fighter exams in other states, thinking it may be easier to get hired in
another state. Chances are it is as tough (if not tougher) than where you currently live.
Other things to consider when getting Firefighter certification/degree:

Is your EMT certificate (or paramedic license) transferable? Many states (meaning state EMS agencies)
do not accept EMT certificates or paramedic licenses from other states.

If you truly are interested in working out-of-state, pay the extra money to get your National Registry
EMT certificate or National Registry Paramedic certificate.

Some states have reciprocity and some do not. California for example does not currently accept
Firefighter | certificates from any other states.

To better prepare, you can either contact fire departments you are planning on applying, to or call the
state fire marshal’s office in the state you desire to work in.



